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ship to the He de Bourbon, or Reunion, in order to bring for
trial in the Mauritius three officials, who were accused of corre-
sponding with the English, namely, M. Duplessis-Vigoureux,
the governor, M. Fayol, the intendant, and Vice-Admiral the
Marquis de Saint-Felix, commanding the naval station.    M. de
Malartic did not object; he thought that the prisoners would
be more safe in the Mauritius than in Reunion.    When they
arrived, the Chaumiere club set up a guillotine in a public
square, and the president of the club thus addressed them:
"The  people accuse you, and  the people will judge you."
Malartic adroitly adopted this idea, and argued that the most
thoroughly popular tribunal would be a court-martial consist-
ing of members duly elected in the primary assemblies of the
island.    An immense amount of time was  skilfully wasted
over these elections, and by the time the court-martial had
been chosen and had decided it would not act, the excitement
caused by the first cry of treason was exhausted.    Soon after,
the tidings of the revolution of Thermidor and of the end of
the Reign of Terror in France reached the Mauritius, and
Malartic  and the  Colonial Assembly then took courage to
close the Chaumikre club, to send its leaders to France, to
destroy the guillotine, and to release the three prisoners.    The
conduct of Malartic throughout these years merits the highest
praise, and his wisdom and moderation contrast strongly with
the policy pursued by Blanchelande and Behague in the West
Indies.    While doing his duties as governor wel], he did not
forget that France was at war with England, and he greatly
increased the prosperity of the island of the Mauritius by
encouraging numerous privateers to be equipped and despatched
to prey upon the commerce between England and India, and
these ships captured many very rich prizes.1

In the He de Bourbon, or as it became by a decree of the

1 On the history of tlie Revolution in the Mauritius, see History of
the Mauritius, or the Isle of France, and the Neighbouring Islands, composed
from the Papers and Memoirs of Baron Grant, by Charles Grant, Yiscount
de Vaux (London . 1801); and Statistique de VUe Maurice, suivi d'une
Notice histonque, by the Baron d'Unienville. 2 vols. Paris . 1838.